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Somanath plunder : Research

rubbishes conversion theory

By Rajiv Shah
Times News Network

Y

Gandhiinagar: Explodig the myth of Mahmud of Ghazni’s in- ?
vasion of the somnath and destruction of the Shiva temple as an q
act of a Muslim invader, a recent interprtation rubbishes the popu- ?
lar belife that the attack was a ‘jahadi’ effort to propagate Islam in
the early 11th century.

Achyut Yagnikand Suchitra Sheth,in their recent book, exten- §
sively quote historical records to prove that 150 years after |
Mahmud’s attack.the invader’s religious identity was not mentioned b
by any chronicler.

The authors say.“For the populace,Mahmud’s incursion was, é
at most like a devastating cylone and appeard to have no further b
connotation.”” An inscription of 1.169 AD.ncarly 100 years later.
refers to how Chaulkva ruler Bhimdev. who fled after Mahmud é
attacked Gujarat, returnd to his capital and rebuilt the temple with
excelent stone and studded it with jewels. The inscription does not 5
mention Ghazni’s destruction,but says the temple which was re- é
built by Bhimdav was decayed due to time. .

Yagnik and Sheth say. Neither inscription of the Chaulukya 5
period.nor important Jain chronicles of Gujarat from that period.
such as Dwavashray and Praband hachintamani.refer to Mahmud's é
aggression or the destuction of Somnath. 5

However. a contemporary A pabhransh work of Dhanpal. court
poet of King Bhoj of Malwa, refers to this event in the following
words. The Turushkar destroved Shri maladesh, then Anhivad patan. 5
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Chandravati and Sorath wer destroyed and then Dilwara and
Someswar were destroyed. The authors point out how the
Chaulukya dynasty, which ruled Gujarat for 362 years from mid-
10th century onwards,continued the religious polocy of tolerance
from their predecessors.

Evan after the invasion and destruction of Somnath by
Mahmud, The Chaulukyas did not abandon their rajdharma. Naithe
Bhimdev nor his successor retaliated along religious lines againtst
Muslims. They made a clear distinction between the Turk invaders
and peaceful Arab-Iranian merchants. The Chaulukya rulers.thanks
to their political wisdom, adopted a policy of tolerance towards
the powerful merchant-navigator,com munity of Arabia and persia,
which had occupied a commanding position in the Arabian Sea. In
fact, Karnadev, son of Bhimdev, went and met Sufi Haji Hud, who
arrived in Patan and persuaded Hindus to embrace Islam.The king
gave estbalish his khanchah and madrasa.

In fact,the authors draw a parallel between Ghazm’s attack with
the Portuguees invasion of the coastal how the Hindus.Muslims
and Parsis here “experienced the oppressive presence of the
portuguese. Later, the manner in which Maratha armies plundered
the cities, towns and villages without making any distinction on
religious lines turned this fertile land into a wretched provinc. Not
without rason, the chapter thet folloes is symbolically called

Welcomeing the British Raj.
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